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Femininity
in

Strength

S ome would say that by 
recreating a popular male 
superhero as a female to 

bolster femininity in comics, is an 
afront to feminism. Laura DeSalvia 
would argue otherwise.
 In response to the lack of strong, 
female heroes in the Marvel comic’s 
universe, DeSalvia’s recreations 
have been seen as a guiding light to 
aspiring female cosplayers as a new 
form of feminine expression.
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Sheer Bliss
Authentic stockings you’ll want to show off.

www.sheerbliss.com

baby steps costumes
555 Main St

Mt. Hyrule, PA 18848
570.555.8240 www.bsc.com

with
Gwen Cooper

 With the upcoming and much 
anticipated release of the new 
superhero movie, The Avengers, 
I suppose it was only a matter of 
time before we saw the emer-
gence of some steampunk’d ver-
sions of the super team. Last issue, 
we discovered a steampunk’d 
Iron Man. The month prior, we saw 
an interesting pairing of the Mar-
vel twins Scarlet Witch and Quick-
silver. And of course, it wasn’t long 
ago now that we saw the Batman 
family in the much loved steam-
punk style.  
 Famous steampunk designer 
Ross De’Fluer designed the punk’d  
Black Widow outfit for his wife, 
Charlotte (left). The Black Widow 
was her favorite Marvel super-
heroine, and she wanted him to 
design a dress that was both 

gorgeous and feminine, as well as 
true to the character.
 “The Black Widow,” says Mme. 
De’Fluer, “is a super spy who fights 
in the big leagues. She has to be 
alluring and beautiful to throw off 
suspision. But at the same time, 
she has to be able to get around 
and be very agile.”
 De’Fluer has not yet told us if he 
will continue with the superhero 
genre, or if he will return to his 
more traditional steampunk styles. 
When asked if he would do up his 
favorite hero, the designer simply 
replied, “I am my only hero, and I 
will continue to design.”
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