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Revelations of a Redneck speech 

A tall, white male in jeans and a t-shirt, with tattoos peaking out from beneath the 

sleeves,  stood up in front of hundreds of IUP students and faculty Monday night to talk about 

one of America’s big taboos: racism.  

Quay Hanna, 40, is an author, and educator, and a public speaker who has made it his 

mission to educate students about racism. He has been captivating audiences for 13 years with 

his unique perspective as a ―reformed‖ racist.  

He made several important points about racism in his experiences. 

Hanna used anecdotes from his life to support each of his points. He explained to the 

audience that the problem in America was not the organized hate groups, but rather the quiet 

racist who smiles to your face, then turns around and tears you apart with racial slurs and bad 

jokes.  

―They [hate groups] are really only extreme examples of us,‖ said Hanna, who admitted 

to being in the larger portion of racists—the quiet ones. 

―I thought I was being polite,‖ said Hanna, ―but behind closed doors, I was a hypocrite.‖ 

Hanna believes that racism starts at an early age, with little playground comebacks that 

we don’t even realize are hateful. He feels that it all begins with being prejudice, but not even 

knowing it.  

Hanna has personal experience with labels that give him extra insight on the topic. He 

told a story of when he started his monumental, life-changing bus trip.  

Hanna told how he had to sit next to an older, black man. He was nervous and angry with 

the fact that he had to sit there, rather than next to the ―Miss America‖ of his fantasy.  

However, later in his journey, that feeling was reciprocated unto him, when another black 

man admitted to being nervous to sit by Hanna, because he figured all rednecks were racists.  
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This was something that had happened to him many times. He told how he was labeled as 

a redneck in college, then when he came home.  

Hanna says that the problem with labeling someone has two sides—the first being that of 

the person giving the label. It’s like thinking we know everything about a person. A lot of times, 

when a label is given, that person assumes that the one they are labeling fits every characteristic 

of that stereotype.  

The second problem, and one Hanna admits to fully experiencing, is that when a person 

is labeled enough, they will try to change parts of themselves to live up to that name.  

According to Hanna, the key element of racism and hatred is fear.  

Hanna said that in order to commit an act of violence, you have to dehumanize the 

subject; make that group of people seem less than human. One way to do that is through fear.  

The first thing Hanna realized when he set out was that he was the minority at a bus 

station. In all his life, he couldn’t recall ever being in the minority. This is because he was too 

afraid to go somewhere where this would happen, which only strengthened his racist beliefs.  

―Once you begin to believe them as true,‖ said Hanna, regarding labels and stereotypes, 

―you begin to hate.‖  

Hanna’s bus trip changed him. He talked to many different people of many different 

backgrounds until he learned that true equality was rooted in humanity.  

He encourages us to do three things: 

1. Don’t give up on truth. If there is no truth, then there is no right or wrong. 

2. Go talk to five people you don’t want to talk to. It’s okay to disagree, because true 

tolerance is in disagreement. 

3. Become a bus rider. That’s true equality, because ―on the bus, every seat sucks.‖ 


