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Laughter and applause met Michael Gartner when he talked to students 

about the “fun” and “satisfying” job that is writing. 

“There simply is nothing more satisfying, nothing more fun,” said Gartner to 

195 students.  

Gartner spoke at Indiana University of Pennsylvania at 10:00am on Tuesday 

as part of the William Henry Fox First Amendment Lecture series, a program 

geared toward the journalism profession.  

Each year, the dean of the school of journalism awards the William Henry 

Fox Prize to a distinguished journalist. This year, Michael Gartner was that 

journalist. 

“Gartner is a national treasure,” said Eaton X. Benedict, dean of the school 

of journalism at IUP. “His speech hit a nerve.” 

Gartner’s speech was called “The 12-Step Program to Good Writing.” It was 

a list of tips on how to write well. He illustrated his knowledge and experience on 

the subject by telling stories from his life and career. 

Gartner’s 12 steps are: report, read, listen, simplify, collaborate, trust, 

experiment, talk, pounce, love, care and balance. He backed up each step with 

anecdotes relevant to them and with reasons that defined their significance.  
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In his speech, Gartner talked about the importance of listening, talking, 

trusting and collaborating. These are all important communication techniques that 

he gave credit.  

Gartner also explained the differences between loving and caring in the 

profession. These points, as well as the points in his other sections, proved that 

Gartner really has a passion for journalism. 

The speech spurred positive responses from the crowd, which consisted of 

mostly journalism students. At the end, nearly 20 students asked questions, 

wanting to know more.  

Forest Ranger, a junior journalism major, considered Gartner’s presentation 

to definitely be worth hearing.  

“This is the kind of stuff you never read in textbooks,” said Ranger. “But it’s 

valuable to hear it.” 

However, you didn’t have to be in the journalism department to be moved 

by Gartner. 

“I’m not really a journalism major or anything, but he had some pretty good 

stories to tell,” said Polly Esther, a sophomore business major. 

It makes sense that Gartner would have a lot to say that is worth hearing. A 

journalism legend, he won the Pulitzer Prize in 1997, adding to his already lengthy 
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resume. He won the prize for editorials he wrote, further crediting the tips on 

writing that he shared today.  

“The fun of writing,” said Gartner, to open his presentation. “That, 

sometimes, is like the fun of a headache. Or the fun of cavities. Or the fun of 

divorce.” 

Although Gartner compared writing to these miserable events, it was clear 

from his performance that he has a true passion for the subject.  

 


