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According to Pulitzer Prize winning journalist, Bob Woodward, 

transparency is something that should be expected of President Obama, among 

other things.  

“Presidents don’t get the presidency they design,” said Woodward. He 

offered many lessons for President Obama on Wednesday, and that was one of 

them.  

Woodward is one half of the journalism tag-team that brought Nixon and the 

Watergate scandal to the public’s eye, alongside Carl Bernstein in the Washington 

Post. He is the author or coauthor of fifteen national bestsellers in the nonfiction 

genre with a wide range of subjects.  

Other “lessons” offered to President Obama were things taken from what 

Woodward called his “war stories.”  

“The President has to force the people who work for him to be transparent,” 

said Woodward. It is important that they explain themselves, allowing Obama to 

live up to his “transparent expectations.”  

Another lesson from Woodward that coincided with the prior was that the 

President can’t have an offline relationship with a key advisor. Woodward 
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enlightened members of the audience by telling them about how Dick Cheney 

would be “whispering” to former President George W. Bush.   

“Democracies die in darkness,” said Woodward, who believes this will 

happen and that is why we need to be involved and can not be “outsourced.  

The public can’t be taken out of the equation, said Woodward. The 

government wants support, but doesn’t share with the public.  

Woodward feels that we live in a “media age of impatience and speed.”   

“Anyone can say anything about anyone and get away with it,” he said.  

“People may hate you, but if you hate them, then you destroy yourself,” said 

Woodward, as another lesson to the President. “Don’t let hate become your 

policy.” 

In reflecting his involvement with Watergate, Woodward said that he gave 

former President Richard Nixon “high credit for having the intellect to know that 

hate was the poison that destroyed his presidency.”  

Whether President Obama heeds these lessons of Presidents passed is up to 

him.  
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Heather Weleski, a junior deaf education major at IUP, however, enjoyed 

the speech.  

“I thought it was really interesting,” Weleski said. “It helped me to look at 

both journalism and the presidency in a whole new light.” 

 


